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Greatest Merchant Got
Seven Cents a Day.

HELPED BUILD Y.M.C.A.

Developed the Department
Store Idea to Highest Degree

of Efficiency.

EDITOR IX UTS 'TEENS

Made Sunday School Move-1
ment Important Factor in

Church Life.
I
i
John Wanamakcr was acclaimed by

many the greatest merchant in America,
by some the greatest In the world. In
the science of retailing on a large scale
he was a pioneer. If not the actual
creator ot the department store idea, it
w as Mr. Wanamaker who developed the
idea to its highest degree of efficiency.
A ecore or more of maxims now well
nigh universally accepted as the commonplaceprinciples of fair barter owe
their inception to his commercial genius.
In the world of merchandising he was
a leader whom many were glad to fol-

Apart from his vast business Interests
there were two other conspicuous elementsto this merchant prince's Ions
csreer. One was the religious and humanitarianaspect of his character and
activities. Here again Mr. Wanatnaker
was a pioneer tn two great nationwide
movements, each of which in his lifetimeattained huge proportions.
These were the upbuilding of the

Toung Men's Christian Association into
a powerful organization and the developmentof the Sunday school movementinto an important coordinate factorIn the religious life of the Protestant
churches of America. To the stimulationof both these movements he gave
freely from the resources of an agile
mind, a tireless energy and a generous
purse.
John W^namaiter was horn In PhiladelphiaJuly 11, 1838. Ills father and his

grandfathers had been brickmakers.
They were of German extraction, plain,
honest folk, unpretentious; the kind of
ji en who maintain small, well ordered
homes devoid of luxury or pretense.
Industry and thrift were his birthright
When he was 14 he rejoiced In

his first real Job. He became errand
hoy for a book store at $1.25 a week.
But he was a born salesman. He left
the book store at 15 for a job as salesmanIn a clothing store. From that
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mornent until his death ho was prlraurllya merchant.
Ho turned his evenings to advantage,

too. One of his little side lines was the
making of cologne and the bottling and
selling of It. Also he launched a small
newspaper which he called Everybody's
Journal. He wrote most of the copy,
solicited the advertising and even de-
livered the paper personally to Its sub-
scribers.the latter not so burdensome
a task as it might seem. The high
water mark of circulation never ex-
reded 100 copies. These divers activitiescaused him wnlle yet a youngster'

to see much of the night life of a big
city. He saw idleness, debauchery all
around him. It did not attract him; it
sickened him.
The personal reaction to all this, was

stemious of men. He never used wines,
liquors or tobacco. He seldom If ever
attended a theatrical performance. A
broader reaction was the tremendous
impulse he imparted to the Y. M. C. A.
enterprise, the Sunday school movement
and other beneficent institutions.

Physically the lad was none too
robust For a time he quit his Job in
the clothing store and went out to the
middle West to mend his threatened
health. After a few months he was back
in Philadelphia selling clothing and by
the time he was twenty his thrift had
put away for him a capital of $2,000.

Wed Employer's Daughter.

In 18C0, when he was 22. Mr. Wanamakermarried Miss Mary Erringer
Grown, daughter of the clothing merchantwho emplopfed him. A year later.
in partnership with his brother-in-law,
Nathan Brown, he opened under the
firm name of Wanamaker & Brown the
clothing establishment known as Oak
Hull.

It stood nt Market and Sixth streets
and for a generation was a Philadelphia
landmark. The business thrived from
the start. Oak Hall received contracts
for making the uniforms for customs
house employees. Then came the civil
war and the jftung firm became a successfulcompetitor for other Governmentcontracts.
Oak Hall's retail business also flourished.Here Mr. Wanamaker began to

try out theories of trade policy and
ethics which afterward became indelibly
associated with his name. He astounded
other Philadelphia merchants by advertisingwidely that discontented purchaserscould have their money back.
He astounded .them again by installing
an Inexorable "one-price" system, markingthe price of every piece of goods In
tile store in plain figures and thus eliminatingall the petty bickering and bargainingthat theretofore had been
thought^o bo the soul of trade.
From his Initial mercantile venture

Mr. Wanamaker was an enthusiast for
the use of printers' ink as an advertising:medium. Oak Hall's rivals rubbed
their eyes when they first begran to digestthe Wanamaker advertisements in
the daily newspapers. In sizo and In
character they were unprecedented.

During civil war days Mr. Wanamakerbegan t i not only as a new

type of merchant but as a civic leader.
In collaboration with the late George
H. Stuart, a distinguished Philadelphia
hanker, he was^ctlve in organizing and
financing the Christian Commission,
whose agents worked shoulder to shoulderwith those of the Sanitary Commissionon the battlefields of the South.
He had become president instead of secretaryof the Y. M. C. A. Already he
had launched his wonderful Bethany
Sunday School, an adjunct of a Presbyterianchurch in the southern section of
Philadelphia. For years Mr. Wanamakerhimself conducted the school as
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Its superintendent. Its reg-ular pupils
were numbered not by hundreds but by
thousands.

His Sunday School n Model.

In the early days of the International
Sunday school movement clergymen and
lay workers used to come for hundreds
of miles to see and to study the WanamakerSunday school. It was not a
Sunday school merely. It was and still
is an institution. It was his pet hobby
apart from magnificent salesmanship,
lie selected the hymns, blocked out
the work for each week and. Incidentally,shocked other Presbyterians of
the "blue-stocking" type when he darfd
to have the singing led by ringing brass
Instruments instead of by an organ. He
built up Bethany until it was by far the
largest Sunday school In the world. He
gave prizes for proficiency and Industry.
These ranged in value all the way from
an honorable mention to a complimentarytrip to Europe.
In the early seventies Market street,

Philadelphia, was an unsightly thoroughfaredisfigured with freight tracks over
which the Pennsylvania Railroad operatedcars drawn by long strings of
mules. On the site of the present great
Wanamaker store was the old freight
depot. When the street teased to be an
arterv for mules and fr^icht rnrs Mr.
Wanamaker, with characteristic vision,
foresaw that here was to be the future
commercial center of the city. He
bought the old freight depot, metamorphosedit into a one story structure
with towers and Turkish minarets at
the corners and in the flood tide of the
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Centennial year, 1876. opened it as a as
great department store. . .!
In 1881 Mr. Wanamaker organized In fo"

Philadelphia his Commercial Institute
for the education of young men and
women in his employ who -were debarredby circumstances from other educationaladvantages, in .June, 1915, ea
after he had opened his New York in
store, a flourishing branch of the insti- an
lute was established In tl>is. city. To ne
help hold his employees and endear Hi
thean to his servkV he founded for wj
theni a library. pensibn and sick benefit W£
funds, a cadet corps and brass band and at
a cooperative system under which, after pa
seven years of service, an employee was utprivileged to receive a pro rata share

SH'of the profits of the business. ja
Found Recreation In Work. I

mc
Once a good many years ago he wan

asked what he did for recreation. "Do?" cj|
he echoed: "Why, change from one wj
thing to another. My wholesale business j,|e
Is entirely different from my retail rU]
trade.no, not entirely different, but bo:
somewhat different. I take that up is
and get a rest from this. I change
about. I have so many things that in- ti1(
terest me that I tret constant varietv
from attending to all of them. For pure tot
amusement I read books.I'm fond of no
reading. And I am always attending to
my big Sunday school. There's where
I get my real rest, I think."

Mr. Wanamaker in 1896 bought the 3
old A. T. Stewart store at Broadway rol
and Tenth street, this city, and there th<
began his New- York retail enterprise, fot
For ten years a prosperous business was pu
conducted In the historic old building.
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Close Wan&maker Store
Until After Funeral

Announcement was made
yesterday that the Wanamakerstore here will remainclesed until the day after the

'uneral of Mr. Wanamaker. The
rreat establishment was closed
resterday immediately after news
>f the death of Mr. Wanamaker
ivas received and notices postod
laying it would remain closed until
'urther notice. It was stated in
Philadelphia, that the funeral will
)e to-morrow.

V
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d beautified. In 1907 the new bulld$south of Ninth street was added,
i© of the guests at the opening ceremieswas George B. Cortelyou, then
cretary of the Treasury, who had boen
o of Mr. Wanamaker's aids when the
eat merchant was Postmaster-General
the Cabinet of President Benjamin

irrison.
With his success established In two
ies, no* to speak of his branch In

estsin Paris and elsewhere on the
ntinent of Europe, Mr. Wanamaker,
1920, Inaugurated the John Wana-

tkor Foundation to care further for
employees. He Immediately took

t a blanket policy of insurance
lounting to $6.fK»0,000, covering all
iployees who had been in his service
six months or more. The foundanalso provided a substantial system

pensions, a cooperative savings fund
d a system of emergency relief.
Other public institutions which Mr.
anamaker established were tho PresterlanHospital of Philadelphia and
e First Penny .Savings Bank. He also
sisted in erecting the many Young
jn's Christian Association buildings in
rloua cities, and contributed toward
lloge missionary institutions in India,
ilna and Japan. At the outbreak of
e world war he waa one of the first to
sist in tho relief of the stricken Belins,supplying two shiploads of food
r the Invaded country.

( rent Tribute to Hi* Career.

The second great tribute of his mei-
nllle career was ronierreu upon hum

1921, to commemorate the sixtieth
nlversary of the founding of his busiss.In a ceremony at Independence
ill, Philadelphia, he was presented
th the freedom of the city, and later
is the guest of honor at a luncheon
tended by prominent men from all
rts of the country. Among the tribesof the day were a glfe and a mesgefrom the Emperor and Empress of
pan.
n his civic.or. If you like, political.
inifestations Mr. Wanamaker was a

publican of distinctly Independent provlties.In every reform movement
thin his boss ridden State and city
voice was raised against- machine

le and unscrupulous methods. The
sses did not love him, which perhaps
one reason why the ambition with
ilch he used to be credited to sit in
s United Slates Senate never was reaid.Once he declined a nomination
Vyongruas *lliu Hi xoay Die tctusnu tnv

mlnatlon for 'Mayor of Philadelphia.

Defame P<i»lma»fer-(iener«l,

But he wa» a member' of the electoral
lege that put Benjamin Harrison In
s Presidential chair and for the neat
lr years he was a memljer of the RebllcanNational Executive Committee.
His highest political post also came In
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irvgr in God; that Is all there le of my
biography." er,For many years the advertisements .

of the Wanamaker stores. In the dally ^
newspapers, carried a short editorial
written by Mr. Wanamaker. Often in
the midst of a conversation Mr. Wana-
maker would pause, draw an envelope l>e
from his pocket and Jot down a thought ^
which he used later as theme for his
writings. tht
Among the epigrams appearing in "his me

editorials for this and last year are the thi
following: ga
"To stay at the leason until t't Is 191

learned and stop by the work under-
taken until it to completed is the real ea<
thing.''.January 4, 1921. me

"It is a privilege to have a. chance to Au

the Harrison Administration. He was 190
Postmaster-General in this Cabinet, fir.
While he wes "Pnstmnster-rieTiernl Afr roc

Wanamaker advocated the institution of "V
a parcels post and he was also con- co'
vlnced that the Federal Government 'os
ought to take over the telegraph and
telephone lines. When the parcels post sal

law became effective on January 1, 1913, c°r

Mr. Wanamaker sent the first parcel to if
he mailed In Philadelphia. It was ad- ^aldressed to President Taft and contained
a set of souvenir spoons, one for each
State and Territory in the Union.

For years Mr. Wanamaker aligned nhimself with the anti-Quay Republicans tj,ein Pennsylvania. In 1897 he declined fro
to be a candidate for State Treasurer, v|8
although earnestly solicited to do so by ore
the men who were trying to wrest con- p0]
trol of the Stale Republican Convention din
from Quay. A year later, however, he tea
became the anti-Quay candidate for Gov- vis
ernor. During recent years Mr. Wana- ele
maner, aitnougn occupying: no official Ca:
positton. had been Influential In the coun- bef
ells of his party. thi
During the world war he took a lead- P«'

Ing part in all loyal activities. In 1917, J
In a single subscription, he absorbed a
block of $1,000,000 Liberty bonds, while
his son, Itodman, subscribed to a like ,let
amount. h®

Mr. Wanamaker was a great admirer "UJ'of President Harding. Duiing an Inter- f1'
view at his office in Philadelphia on
his eighty-third birthday the merchant ir.~declared President Harding to be the II*
greatest business man in the world. "I
speak from actual knowledge gained 8

from a day spent with him in the White
House," he added. The great merchant's ' '

birthdays were always an event in
Philadelphia, and as each year rolled
by those who came to call found him
brimming With energy and optimistic for Pi
the future.

Despite his quasi-apostolic appearance
and dress, Mr. Wanamaker was able to
stand up and make a good fight when ' pf

he thought an Issue deserved it.'' Some
twenty years ago or less the Mayor of
Philadelphia and persons closely associatedwith him were being criticized In me
tho newspaper then owned and published a(>r
by his son, Thomas B. Wanamaker, now
dead. Certain of the men against whom lla|
these editorials were directed called 1

upon M'r. IVanamaker one day. The re- ^'r

suit was that he issued a statement in Ka'
which he accused them of blackmail. t'1®
After fortune came to him Air. Wanamakerbuilt a handsome city home in 8T«

West Walnut street. He also main- for
ta red a summer home in the suburb of "H
Jcnklntown, which he called IAnden- HO
hut st. Built originally in 1880, it was An
enlarged from time to time until In los
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lp wven one person every day.".Febary3. 1921.
"Stick to your old friends, old teach),to the classes where you learned
w to do the most and the best lu
ilding your life.".April 8, 1921.
"The world and its teachers keep on
owing, and he who stops learning will
left at the tall end of the times.".

ly 20, 1921.
"One can throw a stone or a word
it may leave a thistle In a life, or he
iy give out a smile or a handshake
it win Do tne Deginnlng of a riower
rdon In the life It goes to.".June 6,
SI.
"There Is so much to be done, and
oh day Is a gift that we must try to
Lke use of for some good purpose.".
[gust 2. 1912.

7. when 1t was partially destroyed by
e. It contained something like fifty
una. \
yhen this fire occurred a valuable
lection of literary and art objects was
t. The sum of 12,000,000 was burned
it cold February night, but the owner
d he dido't mind the monetary loss
npared to the realization that most
th'e tilings that were consumed

lldn't be replaced. There were autoiphletters of Washington and Linn,there were paintings from most of
schools of Europe, there were rugs

1 bric-a-brac which he had collected
his trips to the other side. A few of
most valuable pictures were cut

m their frames and saved. On his
its abroad ho was frequently hon«
d. In 1903 he was presented to the
pe. On the occasion of a great public
ner In London he responded to the
st for his country. Upon a subsequent
it to the English capital he was
cted an honorary member of the
rlton Club, an honor which had never
'ore been extended to a foreigner by
s official club of the Conservative
rty.
ohn Wanamaker's wealth has never
n even approximately estimated,
lrty years ago he was the most
ivily Insured American. At that time
carried upon his life a sufficient
muer 01 yuucics iu «l iub ucoui

00,000. The premiums on these were
the neighborhood of 190,000 a year.
Ir. Wanamaker's wife died in August,
). He is survived by three children,
dman Wanamaker, Mrs. Norman G.
.cLeod and Mrs. Barclay Warburton.

LAG ATHALFSTAFF _

FOR MR. WANAMAKER

esident Harding and Others
Pay Him Tribute.

X
rial Dispatch to Thw New York Herald.

New York Herald Bureau, 1
Washington, D. C., Dec. It. J

rhe flag on the Post Office Departnt,where John Wanamaker once

ved as Postmaster-General, was at
f staff to-day.
resident Harding paid a tribute to
Wanamaker, telling friends lie re

dedthe famous merchant as one of
foremost American citizens.

'John Wanamaker wa-s not only a
at business man, but a great moral
ce," Vice-President Coolidge said,
e raised the standards of coprmercial
, of public administration and of
lerican citizenship. Ilia going is a
s to the entire nation."

»ning crisis you have a
over- nnt affnrd to neo

lacti- _r .

nfec_ You need a pe
r f ing even more thj

3 But if you do h
that it is a thoroi

is a taken for granted
re jn external evidence
our- body is pre
ougli jn past njn<
sWer: Institute has beer
S°° this type of servi

are not conducl
clinical standpoi
immediate condi

body
' body and the lil

yOU critically analyze
and t^ie protection no

livcr health but the rei

From ^re yQU convin
' or %

on the right track
capitalize this

^ cr promptly and tak
thing that you ev
have in life is de
mental requiremei

>rous
3 for Complete infor
man tails of the Instit
nent vice will be sent
tain- attached couoon

in it *
at the same time

But taining general i;
th a longation of life
ness disease. Send in

; Is and What
been The Institute has a staff

dance cian* at its Head Office in
ut no subscribers who live in Ne
l'hose made at the Head Office e

rough Street.on appointment bj
arneJ the houra of 9:00 A. M. a

telephone Bryant 3073.

Jntted There i» a special depart
itries. Office, where women are
work women physicians, as they
ute in

The Institute also has m
inera throughout the Units

' con- a number of the principal
il ex- Kaat. It is consequently
other Service in any comtntinit

examiners are available.

TUTE, Inc.
YORK

73.

\

) THRIFT
CITY PAYS TRIBUTE
TO UK. WANAMASER
Mayor Extends Condolences to
Members Qf Family in PublicStatements

The John Wanamaker store in Astoplacewas closed yesterday as soon as

word was received from Philadelphia
that CMr. Wanamaker was dead. The
clerks went home and the customers

straggled silently and uncomplainingly
out. Old employees spoke feelingly of
him.

Regret at the passing of Mr. Wanamakerwas general throughout the city.
Among business men and city officials
there were many expressions showing
the esteem and respect In which he was

held for his part in the philanthropic
and business life of New York. Mayor
Hylan issued a statement as sjion as he
reached City Hall in whicti lie said :

"Iv -ng one of our foremost merchants,
a model of what a business man should
be, and in every way worthy of the
opportunities which this country offers
to ambitious citizens, lie stood as an
admirable example of upright manhood
ami lofty citizenship in both private and
public life.
"To his afflicted family in their bereavementI extend, on behalf of the

city of New York, heartfelt sympathy
and condolence. And I trust that the
severity of the loss may be mitigated by
the thought that the city as -well as the
nation shares this loss with them and
that In leaving and taking with him an
honored name John Wanamaker has bequeatheda precious legacy."
Another of the many statements Issuedwas by Commander Evangeline

Booth of the Salvation Aarmy, She said
In part:
"Jt was but a few days ago that I

received a most appreciative end wonderfullycheering message from him on
his deathbed, which his daughter, Mrs.
Wa.rburton, tells me was the last messageof the kind he ever indited, hiicI
which Nserves to show his esteem for
the Salvation Army and that he carried
that love and concern for this cause up
to the very last. s
" Tlease say to the commander that I

am very thankful to have her dear
message. She Is constantly in my
thoughts. I am too weak to get out.
mi-n my cuufj", uul i am inuKmg progress,though I have had a serious attackfrom a hard cold as a result of
overwork and anxiety.
" 'Conditions continue that seem to

tangle up the world and business, hut
God lives and loves His people, and
better days are. coming. I feel confidentthat the Salvation Army Is not to
be halted In Its way by any storm
winds that may sweep our sky. My
first visit will be to the commander to
go over the situation again.
" 'The star of hope is still shining

and Scourage is unabated that Gen.
Booth's (the founder) plan shall not
be defeated by any opposing elements.

" 'Say to the Commander that I am
near to her all these days and confidentthat the way will be found by God
rather than man for reaching more

rapidly the ambitions of her heart for
the people's good. I will come the first
day I am able to travel to New York."
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